April 8, 2005
Michael Schall
1149 Mickley Ave.
Whitehall PA 18052

Thank you for sending in the description and photos of the Oriole you saw at Martin's
Creek Power Plant in October of 2002. The committee was nearly split on it's opinion
regarding this record, with 3 members voting to place it in category 1 or 3 (an accepted
record) and 4 voting for category 4. There seemed to be some discrepancies between the
photos and the description. Several members thought the photo was more similar to an
adult male Bullock's than anything else but the description seemed to pertain to a female
or immature bird. This was the main source of confusion for the members who voted not
to accept the record. In the written description you mentioned an orange tint to the breast,
and face. This feature is often cited as a good way to exclude Baltimore Oriole when
dealing with a very pale individual. Adult males of both species of course do show much
orange in the face and breast, and to my eye this is a better match for the bird in the
photo. However your description of the belly, head, and back seem to rule out an adult
bird. This discrepancy does lead me to to consider the possibility of an abberantly
plumaged bird, perhaps a young male with an unusually large amount of white in the
wing? Ultimately though it is just not possible to reconcile the photo and description
confidently enough to put a name on the bird.

Sincerely

Matt Sharp

Chair: Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee.

P.S. The other 2 records you sent in a being sent around to the committee for another

round of voting. One of the pages of these became lost has they made the rounds. These
were copies of course not you original description, sorry for the delay.



























Record No.:874a-01-2001

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee

Tabulation Form - Round One

Date of Submission: 2001
Submitted by: Micahel Schall

Species: Bullock’s Oriole (Icterus bullockii)

Date of Sighting: 22 October 2001 to 22 October 2001
Location: MARTIN’S CREEK POWER PLANT
County: NORTHAMPTON
Observer(s): Michael Schall

Written Description: Yes Photo: No Specimen: No Recording: No
Class Class .
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